Special Committee on Overseas Admission (Civil)
1. During the past year, there were altogether 46 applications for ad hoc admission of overseas counsel. Out of these 46 applications, 38 of them are civil matters. The types of cases involved cover a vast areas, including judicial review, taxation and commercial disputes.

2. The Bar has given consent to 26 of these 38 applications and opposed 7 of them. Insofar as those applications have already been dealt with by the Court, admission was allowed in 3 of them and only one application was dismissed. A review of the Bar’s opposition and the Court’s decisions shows that the Bar’s view on whether a case is sufficiently complex to warrant the admission of overseas counsel often differs from that of the Court.
3. When compared with the figure of the previous year (2006), there is an increase in the total number of applications concerning civil matters from 26 to 38. The reason for this increase is not entirely clear. To some extent, the number of applications in any particular year depends on the type of cases going before the Court in that year. 
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